A journey to Ascot mapping activity
Main focus of activity:



To use mapping technology to find a route
Investigating the functions of Google maps

Links to curriculum:
ICT key stage 2
Finding things out



to talk about what information they need and how they can find and use it [for example, searching
the internet or a CD-ROM, using printed material, asking people]
to interpret information, to check it is relevant and reasonable and to think about what might
happen if there were any errors or omissions.

Exchanging and sharing information


how to share and exchange information in a variety of forms, including e-mail

Activity outline:
Remind the pupils of the journey to Ascot for the racing that the royal procession would take using the state
procession painting as a reminder.
Discuss how we would nowadays plan a route to a place if we were not sure of the route.
Note down all the ways to locate a route that the class suggest.
Explain that we can use the functions in Google maps to get directions and be able to map out the route
from the Royal Mews at Windsor Castle to Ascot.
Demonstrate how to use the ‘get directions’ function on Google maps.
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Make pupils aware that the direction functionality can set a route for a car, for a train and on foot.

Discuss which route they think the royal procession would take.
Pupils can then access Google maps for themselves and locate the route from the Royal Mews to Ascot.
Ask the pupils create their own table to compare the route in terms of time taken and distance for all 3
routes by car, train and walking.
Demonstrate how we can also look at the map in a satellite view so that the details of the route
can be viewed by clicking the satellite icon.

Also let them experiment with the different information
that can be layered onto the map in the form of public
transport network, weather and area images.

Discuss as a class the results and how useful the use of this mapping function of Google maps can be.
As a fun plenary activity look again at the written down
route for the journey from The Royal Mews to Ascot and
discuss how this can be used to aid finding the route
needed.
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Now show the pupils the route if you try to go from Japan to China

This route includes an interesting method of crossing the pacific.

And New York to Japan
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